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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ROME 10073 171818Z 
ACTION CU-04 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO USIA-15 /032W 

171820Z 118003/53 

P 171646Z JUN 77 

FM AMEMBASSY ROME 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5379 

UNCLAS ROME 10073 

FOR CU/ARTS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SCUL, IT 

SUBJECT: CULTURAL PRESENTATIONS (CU/ARTS): PRIVATE TOUR OF AMERICAN 
BALLET THEATRE (ABT) 

REF.: STATE 139891 

1 . SITUATION INVOLVING NEITHER U.S. CARRIER NOR OFFICIAL CU 
PRESENTATIONDIFFICULT FOR EMBASSY TO RESOLVE. 

2. IN VIEW UNHELPFUL RESPONSE FROM ALITALIA (PARA THREE 
REFTEL) SUGGEST BELAIR WORK THROUGH SWISS, ITALIAN EMBASSIES IN 
WASHINGTON. 

3. EMBASSY DOUBTS THAT BELAIR CAN DOCUMENT CLAIM THAT REJECTION 
DUE ALITALIA'S ALLEGED EXCESS CAPACITY. (WE DO NOT DOUBT 

THAT THIS MAY BE UNDERLYING REASON, HOWEVER.) INTERVENTION AT 
ANY LEVEL WILL HAVE TO DO WITH SPECIFIC REASONS ADVANCED BY 
ITALIAN CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITIES FOR TURNING BELAIR DOWN. 

4. ONCE SWISS AND ITALIAN CHANNELS EXHOUSTED, EMBASSY WILLING 
CONSIDER INFORMAL APPROACH.GARDNER 
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